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Alice et al,
First, I want to thank you and all who have worked on the self-study. It is a great deal or work. Work
that has been made more difficult with the many changes made by the ACCJC.
I have read the draft report twice (I hope to be done with Draft 3 of Standard 1 this weekend).
I am writing to both acknowledge the work done by so many on this self-study and to bring up an issue
that has been discussed before at the Steering Committee and the College Council. The issue is our
mission statement and whether we meet the standard.
I am bringing the issue at this eleventh hour with the purpose to get clarification from those who have
been more involved in the writing of the self-study and also with the hope that perhaps there is time to
change the current choice that we have made regarding this standard.
If I understand correctly, our current mission statement does not meet the ACCJC
standard. Our current mission statement last paragraph sates: "A West education enriches students
with the knowledge and skills needed to earn certificates and degrees, to transfer, to build careers and to
pursue life-long learning."
The self-study acknowledges this and states: "While the College mission statement describes the
institution's broad educational purposes, its intended student population, and its commitment to student
learning and student achievement, the mission does not specify the degrees and certificates West
offers." (my highlighting).
I find that this statement may potentially work against our Accreditation. We are acknowledging that we
do not meet the standard and then we go to explain why: Waiting for the approval of the substantive
change regarding our college's ability to offer the Dental Hygiene Bachelor's degree.
Here are other reasons why this statement may impact us negatively:
1) The Accreditation self-study is about narrating and evaluating our current mission statement, not
about doing this in regards to the future. In this case, a future change in the degrees that we can
offer.
2) The mission of the college drives the entire Master Education Plan, planning, budget and operations
of the college. This is the cornerstone of our self-evaluation. It seems to me that if do not meet
Standard I insofar as the college mission is concerned, this may have a domino effect on the other
standards.
I would like to propose to change the current mission statement to meet the Standard 1 by adding two

words (in red):
"A West education enriches students with the knowledge and skills needed to earn career certificates and
associate degrees, to transfer, to build careers and to pursue life-long learning."
Tomorrow the College Council meets and we can bring this urgent matter to the attention of the
Council. We have discussed the matter before and I am sure that most would support this change that
would unable us to meet the standard.
If nothing else, we should have this discussion in the Council tomorrow. It would be great for our college
to support either the current writing in the self-study regarding this central aspect of the mission
statement, or to make the necessary changes to meet the standard.
Once again, I value and support the great work done by my colleagues in this difficult and ever-changing
accreditation environment, and hope that my thoughts are spoken while we still have time to make any
changes we may consider important.
Thank you all,
Olga Shewfelt

